Recorder’s Office

Tooele City Council and Tooele City Redevelopment Agency
Business Meeting Minutes
Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Place: Tooele City Hall, Council Chambers
90 North Main Street, Tooele, Utah
City Council Members Present:
Steve Pruden
Brad Pratt
Dave McCall
Scott Wardle
Melodi Gochis
City Employees Present:
Mayor Debra E. Winn
Jim Bolser, Community Development and Public Works Director
Chief Ron Kirby, Police Department
Matt Johnson, Assistant City Attorney
Glenn Caldwell, Finance
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Lisa Carpenter, Deputy City Recorder
Paul Hansen, City Engineer
Randy Sant, Economic Development Consultant
Jami Carter, Library Director
Terra Sherwood, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director

Minutes prepared by Amanda Graf
Chairman Pruden called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He welcomed the Tooele City School District
Superintendent Rogers, Tooele County Sheriff Wimmer, and others in attendance. He also welcomed
Boy Scout Troop 1513 who was in attendance.
1.

Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman McCall

2.

Roll Call

Scott Wardle, Present
Brad Pratt, Present
Steve Pruden, Present
Dave McCall, Present
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Melodi Gochis, Present

3.

Mayor’s State of the City Address

Presented by Mayor Debra Winn
“Members of the Tooele City Council, department heads, staff, and residents of Tooele City; it is an
honor and a pleasure for me to stand before you this evening to present the annual State of the City
address.
During the past several weeks, I have made an effort to meet with all employees of the city. These
individuals are exceptional people who are willing to not only do their jobs each day but they are aware
that they are serving the public.
The main purpose of local government is to provide services to the people. These services include
bringing clean water to your home and taking the dirty water away. We build streets, we collect your
garage and most importantly we provide public safety through our police and fire departments. We
provide recreational opportunities through our parks, golf course and aquatic center. We provide
educational opportunities through our library. We ensure that new homes and businesses are
constructed in a safe manner. I, the staff and the city council will be working together as a team to
work for you.
As we perform the services that we are responsible for, our team has set a goal to work together to
provide excellent customer service. Taking care of your concerns in a timely manner will be at the top of
the list.
Our next goal is to work closely with the Chamber of Commerce as we support local businesses. We will
be forming a plan to enable our city to become business friendly. I will be calling on business owners
and residents to serve on committees as we work on this project. I will also work with the Chamber to
renew the ‘Come Together Campaign’ to continue educating our residents of the importance of
shopping local. This will also include the commitment of our businesses to providing the best customer
service possible. I pledge my support to listen to our business owners and do all that I can to help them
succeed. We will also welcome new businesses to our city and commit to easing the process of getting
a business up and running. Our team will listen to all entrepreneurs who wish to experience the
American dream.
Our Tooele City team has made a commitment to work together will all local government leaders. We
understand how important it is that all Tooele County elected officials collaborate their efforts in behalf
of all our residents. Our team will also continue our great partnership with the Tooele County School
District and their leaders as we work together to educate the future leaders of our city.
Financial issues will always be a concern to myself and the council as we put together budgets each
year. There is never enough funding to complete all projects that we would like to complete, nor will
there ever be. We are not unlike any other city in the state. We must prioritize and listen to what is
important to our constituents. To accomplish the goal of fiscal transparency we are asking for
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involvement from our taxpayers. We will be holding a town hall meeting where we will welcome all of
you to come to city hall and learn about our budget process. We will also listen to your ideas and work
together to incorporate those into the budget. During the weeks following the town hall meeting, the
council and I will hold several public budget discussion meetings where you will be able to attend and
watch your elected officials at work. As always, citizens may email me or the council at any time or give
us a call to discuss your concerns. All contact information is available on our website and will be
included in the 90 North Main publication that is included in your water bill.
I would like to recognize the importance of the many volunteers who serve our community. Our city is
a great place to live because of the involvement of civic organizations, non-profits, church congregations
and leaders; and many individual volunteers who give of their time and talents.
The local chapter of the GFWC Ladies Community Club of Tooele will work with us to beautify our
downtown this summer as we bring back the beautiful flower pots.
The Life’s Worth Living Foundation and its supporters are currently conducting a fundraiser to place two
beautiful bronze statues of veterans to be placed in our Veterans Memorial Park. These monuments
will honor our veterans who have served our country and also remind us of their needs. Unfortunately,
the number of veteran suicides increases daily.
Several youth and religious organizations have offered to help our city. I will be calling upon these
groups to help clean up our parks and neighborhoods. We will be organizing a spring clean-up project to
encourage residents to improve their property by cleaning up trash and working to beautify our city.
We currently offer a bulk pick up once per month to enable you to get rid of large items that will not fit
into the trash cans. We will be reminding residents of this service and encouraging all to participate.
We will also welcome your ideas on what you would like to see or that you would help us with to make
our spring clean-up a successful event.
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank our employees. For several years after the
2008 financial crisis our country experienced, our employees received no step increases or cost of living
increases; yet many of them stayed because of their willingness to serve. I am appreciative of their
dedication and their commitment.
Thank you to the members of the city council. I am grateful for your support and for your enthusiasm to
serve.
Last but certainly not least, thank you to all of the residents of our great city. Thank you for your
support to myself and our team as we try to better serve you. Thank you to my beautiful family for all
of their love, support and understanding as they allow me to spend much of my time serving others.
We are blessed to live in an incredible city. We will have great opportunities that will enhance our city
and continue to improve our quality of life. As we face challenges in the future, we will face them
together; elected officials, staff and citizens. Working as a team will enable us to be successful. I believe
that it’s the people that make our city great.”
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4.

Public Comment Period

Chairman Pruden invited comments from the audience.
Joe Lidell came forward. About 35-40 years ago at approximately 18 West Utah Avenue he fell on an
uplifted sidewalk and sustained an injury to his shoulder. About five years ago he fell in the same spot
on the sidewalk and injured the other shoulder. He expressed his desire to have the sidewalks taken
care of so that the pedestrians can traverse the City in safety. He compiled a list of sidewalks that are in
need of repair and gave them to the City recorder.
Chairman Pruden expressed his appreciation to Mr. Lidell for sharing his concerns.
Superintendent Roger expressed his appreciation to the City for their involvement in the lives of the
Youth in the City. He thanked the government officials for the partnership they share with the School
District.

5.

Resolution 2018-13 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Acknowledging the Mayor’s
Appointment of Tyson Hamilton to the Planning Commission as an Alternate Member

Presented by Mayor Debra Winn
Mayor Winn presented Tyson Hamilton as an alternate member to the Planning Commission. He is a
local business owner who sells antiques. He has been attending Planning Commission and City Council
meetings. He is currently serving as the Vice Chair of the Tooele City Chamber of Commerce. The
Planning Commission has seven members and two alternate members.
Chairman Pruden asked the Council if there were any questions or concerns; there weren’t any.
Council Member Wardle moved to approve Resolution 2018-13. Council Member McCall seconded the
motion. The vote was as follows: Council Member McCall, “Aye,” Chairman Pruden, “Aye,” Council
Member Pratt, “Aye,” Council Member Wardle, “Aye,” Council Member Gochis, “Aye.” The motion
passed.

6.

Resolution 2018-14 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Approving a Contract for Sale and
Purchase of Natural Gas with Summit Energy LLC, and Ancillary Agreements

Presented by Terra Sherwood
Summit Energy LLC is a natural gal wholesale distribution company that proposes to sell discounted
natural gas to Tooele City for the Pratt Aquatics Center. Calculations that were based on the
consumption of natural gas at the Aquatic Center show that there will be a savings to the City if the
natural gas was purchased at a wholesale rate.
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To realize these savings, the City administration proposes entering into a contract for the sale and
purchase of natural gas with Summit Energy LLC. Upon entering into the contract with Summit the City
will need to enter into an agreement with Dominion for the use of their pipes. We also recommend
entering into a contract with Big Energy for the installation of the required equipment for this.
Chairman Pruden expressed his appreciation to the Parks and Recreation Department for their hard
work on behalf of the City.
Council Member Pratt moved to approve Ordinance 2018-14. Council Member Gochis seconded the
motion. Council Member McCall seconded the motion. The vote was as follows: Council Member
McCall, “Aye,” Chairman Pruden, “Aye,” Council Member Pratt, “Aye,” Council Member Wardle, “Aye,”
Council Member Gochis, “Aye.” The motion passed.

7.

Minutes

Chairman Pruden asked the Council if there were any comments or questions about the minutes; there
weren’t any.
Council Member Wardle moved to approve the minutes from the meeting dated January 17, 2018.
Council Member Pratt seconded the motion. The vote was as follows: Council Member McCall, “Aye,”
Chairman Pruden, “Aye,” Council Member Pratt, “Aye,” Council Member Wardle, “Aye,” Council
Member Gochis, “Aye.” The motion passed.

8.

Adjourn

Council member McCall moved to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Gochis seconded the motion.
The vote was as follows: Council Member McCall, “Aye,” Chairman Pruden, “Aye,” Council Member
Pratt, “Aye,” Council Member Wardle, “Aye,” Council Member Gochis, “Aye.” The motion passed.
The meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the
meeting. These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.

Approved this 21st day of February, 2018
__________________________________________________
Steve Pruden, Tooele City Council Chair
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